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In contrast to WWII, the 1917-18 U.S. presence in England was much less extensive.  Although the 
American Expeditionary Forces established its ground unit training areas in France, some U. S. Air 
Service personnel received training in England.  Mainly, the AEF passed through England. 
 
Although nearly half of the AEF units disembarked at English ports, chiefly Liverpool, they quickly 
continued on to English Channel ports for passage to France.  At least four U.S. divisions stayed long 
enough in England to establish division headquarters:  the 32d, 35th and 81st Div at Winchester, near 
Wiltshire, and the 78th Division at Folkstone.  See: 
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NOTE:  ROYAL GREETINGS TO AMERICAN DOUGHBOYS 
 
King George provided US soldiers in England with many thousands, if not hundreds of thousands of 
welcome letters.   In Vol. XVI of the New York Times Current History:  The European War (NY:  NY 
Times, 1918; D501N4v16), pp. 69-70, it is reported that an entire regiment of U.S. troops received copies 
of the King's message on 11 May 1918, after parading in London and being reviewed by His Royal 
Majesty.  Furthermore, the compiler of An Illustrated History of the 71st Artillery, C.A.C. (Indianapolis: 
 Burford, 1920; #203-71CA.1920), p. 10, relates that while at an 
 
English rest camp in August 1918, "every officer and enlisted man was presented with a letter of 
welcome from King George." 
 
Several copies of the welcoming letters repose in our Archives and were received by enlisted men of 
various units.  (Henry Cook Coll and David Hefflefinger File, 61st Inf., World War I Survey.)  These 
letters are not original, handwritten manuscripts; instead, they are the products of a printing technique 
that produced facsimile letters. 
 
It is unknown if every soldier in the A.E.F. received this welcome letter.  From the examples cited above, 
it may be reasonably inferred that the royal message was widely distributed, probably to the American 
forces which debarked at British ports and spent varying periods of time in training and awaiting 
cross-channel transportation to France.  Half of the A.E.F., nearly a million soldiers, passed through 
Great Britain in this manner.  See: 
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